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when "the permanent settlement of Ireland should be con-
sidered."
But Carson, in a memorandum, insisted on the point: " The
six counties are to be excluded from the Government of Ireland
Act and are not to be included unless at some future time the
Imperial Parliament pass an Act for that purpose."
Carson, moreover, was given reason to suppose that he could
get favourable terms for the Southern Unionists. Thus Mr.
Lloyd George wrote to him on the 3rd June, 1916:
" I think it is most important that the Unionist minority
should be adequately represented in the provisional Parliament
at Dublin as well as in the Executive. I therefore suggest that
instead of having a separate House during the Provisional
period the Government nominees should sit in the first Chamber.
We might then arrange that in the Lower Chamber there should
be twenty or thirty, or even more, leading representatives of
the minority and that in the Executive or Cabinet there should
be at least two Protestant Unionists. This would be much more
valuable than to pack these men into a separate Chamber.
When the time comes to consider the permanent settlement
all this can be readjusted; but I feel that the presence of a
powerful minority in the Lower Chamber would give the Pro-
testant Unionists the greater confidence at this period,"
Then Lloyd George made appeal to Carson on patriotic
grounds:
" This terrible disaster in the North Sea makes it more neces-
sary than ever that we should get Ireland out of the way in
order to press on with the war. We are losing on all fronts, and
now, alas, comes this omen from the sea, where we all thought
we were reasonably secure. The management of the war on the
part of the Allies is fortuitous and flabby, and unless something
is done immediately the British Empire and civilisation will
sustain the greatest disaster since the days of Attila, I must
therefore have a talk with you with a view to taking immediate
action to force a decisive change in the control of the war. An
appreciation of the situation by the General Staff has just come
into my hands. It has filled me with gloomy forebodings. There
is no time to lose. I must have a talk with you on Monday not
only about Ireland but about the whole position, before you